National Coverage for CAMRA local festival 



After a hectic weekend of national radio and world news coverage, the Hereford Beer on the Wye Festival organisers are already looking forward to next year's event! 

Beer on the Wye - the fifth Hereford Beer & Cider Festival, was declared a complete sell-out last weekend by organisers, CAMRA's Herefordshire branch. The popular event, held in a large riverside marquee adjacent to a rowing club, attracted record numbers, with an admission increase of over 40% compared to last year. During the penultimate day (Saturday) of the Festival, an emergency supply in excess of 160 gallons of beer, plus more cider and perry was drafted in to augment the 1400 gallons of beer, cider and perry already on sale, but this was still not enough to meet the demand from eager festival-goers. By the time the Saturday session had finished, over 3,700 people had visited Beer on the Wye, with only six gallons of beer left, and no cider and perry in sight. Consequently, the decision was reluctantly taken by the organisers to cancel the final day of the Festival. 

The cancellation brought about unprecedented levels of press coverage, with Festival organisers speaking to local, regional and national radio and news stations after the story was circulated by a press agency. Festival organisers were delighted to hear that coverage of the news story had reached as far afield as the Indian, Russian and North American media, whilst in the UK, the story received coverage in the Monday morning editions of a large majority of the national tabloids and broadsheets, including the FT, Daily Mirror and the Scotsman. 

Mark Haslam, one of the Festival organisers, pledged to build upon the success of the Festival this year. He said: 

'We will ensure that we have enough beer and even larger reserves in place for next year. We are keen to build the festival, but also wish to keep the special atmosphere we have created. It has to be one of the finest settings for a beer and cider festival in the UK. I just wonder if the secret is starting to get out! It's good to be able to put Hereford on the map - everyone seems to be talking about it.' 

The Beer on the Wye Festival 2010 will take place on July 9th-11th next year.
